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Duration
One 50-minute session
Materials
· Student worksheet

· Pencil

· Panels 1-12 from the Volcano Dreaming series (also available on the Volcano Dreaming website http://volcanodreaming.com.au/home.html > exhibition)
· Class set of computers with access to the internet.  Students need to open: 

· Ecolinc BWVP Flora and Fauna Field Guide 

Activity
This activity acts as an introduction to all 12 panels in the Volcano Dreaming series.  This activity focuses on the exploration of different plants and animals that call the Australian ecosystems home.  Explore ideas about what animals and plants live in grasslands, wetlands and open woodlands.  

Carrying out the activity
1. Point out the ecosystems depicted in the panels; grasslands (panels 3-10), wetlands (panels 1-2 and 9-10) and open woodlands (panels 11-12).  Explain there is a variety of animals and plants living in different habitats within these ecosystems.  Students will identify these animals and plants.  Divide students into pairs.  Students choose a panel to explore.  If possible, ensure all the panels are covered.  

2. Students choose three plants and three animals from the panel and identify them using the Ecolinc BWVP Flora and Fauna Field Guide.  They will use the information provided in the Field Guide and note the following for each organism: diet (animals) or life form (plants), habitat and an interesting fact. 

3. Once finished, ask students to present their findings to the class to discover the diversity in the ecosystems.  
4. Students complete the conclusion questions.

5. Extension: Summarize the similarities and differences between the ecosystems.
Student activity
Grasslands, wetlands and open woodlands comprise many different plants and animals.  Your task is to choose three plants and three animals from the Volcanic Dreaming panels.  You will identify them using the Ecolinc BWVP Flora and Fauna Field Guide and complete the following table.

Ecosystem (circle): 
grassland
wetland

open woodland

Animals
	Common/scientific name
	Diet 
	Habitat
	Interesting fact

	Common name

Scientific name


	
	
	

	Common name

Scientific name


	
	
	

	Common name

Scientific name


	
	
	


Ecosystem (circle): 
grassland
wetland

open woodland

Plants

	Common/scientific name
	Life Form Group 
	Habitat 
	Interesting fact

	Common name

Scientific name


	
	
	

	Common name

Scientific name


	
	
	

	Common name

Scientific name


	
	
	


Conclusion

1. What process did you use to identify the plants and animals?

Students will use a variety of methods to identify the plants and animals.  

2. What is one similarity and difference between your plants?

Answers will vary depending on plants chosen.

3. What is one similarity and difference between your animals?

Answers will vary depending on animals chosen.  

4. How do your plants and animals compare with other plants and animals from other ecosystems?  

Answers will vary depending on plants, animals and ecosystem chosen.  

5. Summarize the habitat components found in each ecosystem. 

Grassland: grasses, herbs, shrubs and few trees. 
Wetland: sedges, reeds, grasses and open water.

Open woodland: trees, understory of shrubs, herbs and grasses, fallen logs and leaf litter.

6. Did the grasslands, wetlands and open woodlands have specific plants and animals occupying their ecosystems?  If so, explain why?

Specific plants and animals do occupy each ecosystem as habitats vary. 

INtroduction to the plants and Animals of the Volcanic Plains





Objectives: 


Identify a range of plant and animal species. 


Investigate the diet and habitat requirements of these species. 





Target audience: Years 4 - 7
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