[image: image1.png]Cambrian Period - about 575 million to 509 million years ago

Ordovician Period - about 509 million to 446 million years ago

Silurian & Devonian Periods - about 446 million to 359 million years ago

Triassic & Jurassic Periods - about 251 million to 145 million years ago

Cretaceous Period - about 145 million to 65 million years ago

Cenozoic Era - about 65 million years ago to present
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Student activity

Volcanoes have shaped Victoria for millions of years.  The most recent period of volcanic activity was between five million to a few thousand years ago.  Throughout western Victoria, there are many examples of volcanoes.  You can see craters, crater lakes and lava flows.  

1. The Age published an article titled, ‘Volcanoes in Victoria’ by Ben Haywood (August 11, 2008).  Read the article and summarize volcanic activity in Victoria.
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There are many volcanoes scattered throughout western Victoria.  Geologists have classified them into three main categories; lava volcanoes, scoria volcanoes and maar volcanoes.  

2. On the map of Victoria, you will map the location of volcanoes in Victoria listed in The Age, ‘Volcanoes in Victoria’ article.  You may like to use Google Maps to find the locations.  Ensure you have mapped a few of each volcano type.  Use a key to distinguish between the different types of volcanoes.  
Google Maps


Key:


Lava volcanoes

Scoria volcanoes


Maar volcanoes

3. What do the results of your mapping exercise indicate about volcanoes in Victoria?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. Use the information provided in The Age article to describe the characteristics of the volcanoes.

	Volcano type


	Characteristics

	Lava volcano
	

	Scoria volcano
	

	Maar volcano
	


Research volcanoes in Victoria using the following website, http://www.victorianvolcanoes.com
5. Choose one volcano from each type and describe it below.

	Volcano type
	Lava volcano


	Scoria volcano
	Maar volcano

	Volcano name
	
	
	

	Location
	
	
	

	Shape (draw outline)
	
	
	

	Characteristics
	
	
	


When volcanoes erupt, black igneous (volcanic) rock is formed from the rapid cooling of the lava at the surface.  This rock is known as basalt. 

6. Explain why the subject area is called the Western Volcanic Basalt Plains?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion

7. In todays landscape what type of volcano created the broad low hills?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

8. How have volcanoes shaped the western Victorian landscape?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

9. Summarize the key features of the Western Volcanic Basalt Plains.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What are the volcanic plains?





Focus: The formation of the Volcanic Plains.





Years 4 - 7





Student Worksheet 2





Volcano Dreaming Resources









